ESCAPEES BOF
NEWSLETTER
FOR PENWHEELS WRITERS,
PUBLISHED OR NOT

Winter 2021
A Change of Seasons
A Note from the Editor

After many years of devotion to this
newsletter, Margo Armstrong decided to step
away as editor. She has many pursuits,
including an informative and popular podcast
on RVing, so we’re thrilled she’s continuing to
contribute with her “World of Publishing”
column and thank her for all she’s done as
editor.
This issue is stuffed -- like the turkey many
of us just ate! Jaimie Bruzenak and Joanne
Alexakis return with their popular items PLUS
Doris Hutchins gives us some background on
the Penwheels and Janice Lasko shares
submission suggestions. To make room for all
this, the article on blurbs I promised will wait
another issue.
THANK YOU to all Penwheelers who
contributed!
Remember: this is your newsletter, so share
what you’ve learned. Tell your story. Ask your
questions. Challenge conventions. Share your
ideas about what more the newsletter can do
for all of us.
I look forward to hearing
from you!
Ellen Behrens, Editor
ellenbehr@aol.com
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Going to Quartzsite?
Response Needed
Before December 10!
The Escapees’ Party on Plomosa will be
held on January 19, 2022, from 2pm-6pm,
near the same area as the former Happy Hour
— but better than ever!
The Status Crowes will be performing live
on Freedom One, the Escapees event
trailer/stage. Food will be provided and
everyone is invited to come to dance, visit
and laugh the afternoon away.

Best of all, we have the opportunity to set
up a table and provide info to the party-goers;
much like a mini-Row — a great chance to
catch people who might not make it to
Escapade and to show off just how amazing
that you are. There is no cost to do this, but
you will have to provide your own table and
chairs.
Please let Joanne know by December
10th if you plan to be at Quartzsite and
would like to help man a Penwheels table
(this would give her enough time to
respond to Escapees national).
Contact:
Joanne Alexakis at
joalexakis@earthlink.net

Thank you!

12+ Commandments ✓
Penwheels History
✓
World of Publishing ✓

Fiction Tips
Survey Says…
Essay Corner
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Have You Seen These Little Free Libraries?

This is The Paton Center Free Little
Library, and the note inside the lower
window (enlarged, above) credits those
responsible for this library “dedicated to
Natural History and Field Guide Books.”
Love it!
Patagonia has a second LFL, too (lower
left).
Many thanks to Jaimie for sending
these great photos!
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The 12+ Commandments of Submitting Articles to Magazines
by Janice Lasko
Below is what I remember about submitting material to magazines for publication.
Let me begin with a codicil – I haven’t been involved with the editing process since
2013. I left the business just as everything was transitioning away from paper
copies. It is guaranteed that things have changed, especially with the fact that
almost everything is submitted online these days. In other words, take and use
these suggestions at your own risk, and, good luck.
1. Decide who your target audience is and submit to magazines that include
articles addressing your target audience.
2. Study the magazine(s) you are considering for your submission(s); i.e.,
a) What type of material they are looking for;
b) Length of the stories (how many pages);
c) Is there a byline or brief paragraph about the author at the beginning or end of the article.
3. Look for a list of people who are on the magazine staff, instructions should follow about submitting
material or an address or e-dress to request writers’ guidelines.
4. Once you have decided the magazines to which you will be submitting your article, prepare a brief
cover letter – one page only, telling about yourself, your qualifications and what your article is about.
Make that paragraph about the article a HOOK.
5. Do not address the cover letter ‘To Whom It May Concern.’ Instead, address it to the editor, managing
editor or assistant to the editor. (The letter will find the right recipient.
6. DO NOT include the article with your cover letter, unless requested to do so.
7. Let each magazine know that this is being submitted as “multiple submissions.” In other words, this is
telling them you have submitted the same article to other magazines at the same time.
8. Once your article is complete, and before submitting it to any publication, read it again while sitting at
your computer. Then, print a copy and read it aloud in front of a mirror. Have a pen handy to make
changes and/or corrections. Go back to your computer, make the changes and/or corrections and repeat
the process. In other words, print another copy and read it aloud at least one more time.
9. If possible, have an independent set of eyes read your article and accept their corrections,
suggestions, or changes with grace and a ‘thank you.’ Do this before submitting your article.
10. It may take many weeks, if not months, before you hear anything. It’s usually a positive response
that your article will be published in a particular issue. Don’t nag or whine or ask when it is going to be
published. All sorts of events can happen that force an editor to change the entire direction of a
particular issue.
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{Continued on page 9}

Jaimie’s Tips
from Jaimie Bruzenak
❑

Before you publish your book......

read this from Writer's Weekly 9/10/21:
https://writersweekly.com/ask-the-expert/
angela-shares-a-brutally-honest-review-of-anauthors-book-description-on-amazon
❑

If you are writing articles, you may want to pay
attention to the use of gender-specific words.
The world has changed! Grammerly has
updated its software to point this out. Read
more plus work-arounds at "Grammerly goes
gender generic" in the 10/8/21 issue of Writers
Weekly: https://writersweekly.com/this-weeksarticle/grammarly-goes-gender-generic-byantaeus

$5
amazon
gift card
Winner!
Congratulations to
Marisa Wolf
Thank you to all who took a
few minutes to fill out our
Winter 2021 Survey.
We didn’t receive many
responses, but those who
did fill out the survey were
very helpful (see page 7).
Watch for more surveys in
the future – and maybe a
chance to win!

In the meantime, we’re
always eager to hear your
feedback – suggestions,
kudos, and corrections are
all welcome. Just send a
note to ellenbehr@aol.com!

Braggin’ Rights
from Joanne Alexakis
▪ Gerri Almand’s new book, Running

From Covid in our RV Cocoon, is
featured in the Books for RVers column
of the magazine on page 12. Congrats,
Gerri!
We wish we could be everywhere,
but we can’t… If you’ve published
something or know of another
Penwheeler who has, please let us
know so we can give a proper
shout out!
PENWHEELS
Newsletter Editor:
Ellen Behrens
ellenbehr@aol.com
Membership:
Joanne Alexakis
joalexakis@earthlink.net
RVillage Moderator:
Margo Armstrong
Margo@TheMaxwellGroup.com
Historian:
Doris Hutchins
valentineDH@GCI.net
All content © individual authors
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World of Publishing
by Margo Armstrong
QR Code by Kindlepreneur
(https://kindlepreneur.com/qr-code-generator-for-authors/)
Kindlepreneur, a writer’s resource run by Dave Chesson, offers the latest in publishing tips
for Amazon’s KDP Publishing, the largest bookstore on the planet. Currently, one of his
software offerings is Publisher Rocket. For those of you not familiar with Dave Chesson,
self-publishing is his game. In Publisher Rocket, search for keywords or categories,
analyze competition and find out how Amazon works in the publishing world.
QR Code Generator for Authors is his latest offering. QR code
(short for quick response) is a small square image that is scannable
using smart devices like your phone or phone camera. It allows you
to link to any website on the Internet. You do not have to own the
content. It can be anything from a public webpage to a YouTube
video, or even a private webpage that only people with QR Codes
can see.
On his site you can generate a free QR code along with a book cover or logo. Use it on
bookmarks, business cards, banners or other promotional material, on print books, at the
end of YouTube videos or, well, everywhere.
Get on his mailing list for guidance in the Amazon world, one of the best in my opinion.
Writer Beware
(https://accrispin.blogspot.com/)
Another warning from Victoria Strauss at Writer Beware. NovelCat is yet another of the
reading/writing platforms, mostly based in Singapore and Hong Kong, who have sprung
up relatively recently and are aggressively recruiting authors.
Read her in-depth articles about the latest in scam artists that pop-up in the writing world.
Before you sign with any platform check out her evaluations of their contract. She
understands that writers are so excited about receiving an offer to publish their book, all
caution is thrown to the wind.
Click on the NovelCat logo to see how Victoria is using the QR code.

{“World of Publishing” continues on the next page}

5

World of Publishing
by Margo Armstrong
(Continued from previous page)
Freelance Publishing Jobs
FlexJobs: “Welcome to the Publishing remote, part-time, freelance, and flexible
jobs. The Publishing world is rapidly changing with the wide-spread use of the Internet and
because of this, you'll find a good amount of full or part-time, freelance, remote, and flexible
jobs in this industry.”
Indeed: Another international job site to post your resume. Looking for writers at Electric Ride
Lab, The Digest, Westchester Publishing Services, The Motley Fool, Tapas Media, all remote.
These jobs pay $40 to $12 per hour.
Guru: Warning, this site has terrible reviews, but it has more immediate job posting such as
remote graphic designer, write 10 articles about green energy, or create a flyer using
Microsoft Publisher. Create a book cover, need professional ghostwriter, and the list goes on.
Plenty of jobs available, go get one!
Margo Armstrong is a writer, publisher, blogger and podcaster. Find
her RV books on Amazon, her blog at MovingOnWithMargo.com, and
her podcast, RV Lifestyle Expert on Spotify, Apple, and wherever you
get your podcasts.

Contest of the Quarter
Good at writing funny poetry? Then the
Wergle Flomp Humor Poetry Contest is for
you! No entry fee but there are some
requirements you need to know about.
Top prize -- $2000! Not bad! Second prize
-- $500. Plus 10 (count ‘em – ten)
Honorable Mention prizes of $100 each.

Entries are being accepted NOW until April
1, 2022. For more information, go to
https://winningwriters.com/our-contests

Good Luck!!
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PENWHEELS HISTORY
by Doris Hutchins, Penwheels Historian

In April of 1994, ten Escapees writers gathered at Chico Escapades to discuss the
continuation of Penwheels, and the consensus was to do so. Illa Alfredson had done
everything for a long time and it kept the group going. She even attempted to start a
newsletter.
The first newsletter was edited, copied, and mailed out by Myrna Courtney. She started the
Penwheels (Birds of a Feather) dated May 1994. The tenth anniversary was May 2004.
A logo was needed for the new group, so a contest was created to select it. Joanne
Alexakis and Tom Doyle were the only ones to respond to the challenge. Tom came up with
an upright standing pen with a spinning wheel at its base. Joanne entered with a plumed
pen in the SKP wagon, which was the winner.
Jaimie Bruzenak has collected just about every newsletter
since the beginning. She copied the ones I needed to
complete the history of Penwheels up until the time the
newsletter started a new electrical way of distribution.
I have many records of the history and will try to post a new
article in every Newsletter.
§§§

SURVEY SAYS…
Curious what others said about the newsletter? Read on!
We received 16 responses but not everybody responded to every
question (which is okay!). Of those:
• 47% find out a new newsletter is available via e-mail; 27% said they
don’t get a notice at all; 13% see an announcement in Rvillage;
another 13% said they probably get a notice but don’t remember
• 47% read the newsletter on a desktop, laptop or tablet; 33% read it on
a smart phone
• Jaimie’s Tips is the most read feature; Fiction Tips second; with
Braggin’ Rights and marketing articles third
• Of those listed, the features most respondents would like to see are
interviews and profiles of other members (any volunteers??)
Because so many respondents said they’d like more reminders that the
newsletter is available, we’ll try to help with more alerts and e-mails.
Thank you for such helpful responses!
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Fiction Tips
by Ellen Behrens
This is the twenty-eighth column I’ve written for the Penwheels newsletter (wow!). I think it’s about
time we discussed point of view (POV), don’t you?
Defining POV from the outside is fairly straightforward:
▪ First person = “I” tell the story and am the narrator: “I went to the store and got lost in the
produce section searching for pineapple.”
▪ Second person = “you” tell the story: “You went to the store and got lost in the produce section.”
▪ Third person = The narrator is not a character in the story; rather the story is about “her” or
“him” or even “they”: “Mary went to the story and got lost in the produce section.”
Selecting the best POV can be a lot trickier.
For example, if “I” am going to tell the story, you (the writer) cannot reveal anything the “I”
character/narrator doesn’t know.
I bumped into Mary at the store. She said she’d been wandering around the produce
section for an hour, lost in happy thoughts of pineapple and was surprised to see me.
Do you know what others are thinking in the grocery story? If you do, you’re not human. First
person POV is like that.
Why use it? First person (“I”) works well when you want readers to quickly identify with the main
character (although the “I” character doesn’t have to be a main character – see The Great Gatsby
for a classic example) and/or if you want readers to be as much in the dark about what happens
next as the main character/narrator is.
Second person is the trickiest to execute well. Some authors cheat, using “you” in place of “I.”
Unless you’re willing to work very hard at making this choice successful, second person isn’t the
choice I’d recommend.
Third person opens up more than just one possibility for you:
▪ Third person omniscient: An all-knowing, all-seeing narrative point of view; can pop in an out of
any character almost at any time (don’t want to confuse your readers, you know)
▪ Third person limited: Very close to first person, this narrative POV stays close to the main
character
Some writers use a combination of these, using the chapter breaks as signals to the readers the
POV might be changing. This is the sign of a highly structured plot requiring careful planning to
make sure the POV shifts are worth it.
Whatever you do, you should always be faithful to the key question, which is: “Whose story is it?”
Choose the POV that will tell the story the best way it can be told. And whatever you do, don’t
confuse the reader.
How do you know which choice is the best? Sometimes one comes very naturally. If not, try them
all out. Write a scene or two, maybe a chapter using different points of view. Stuck in a current
project? Experiment with other points of view. You might just find the problem is who’s telling the
story, not the story itself!
Ellen Behrens’ newest book is Read to Write: How to Improve Your Writing Through Reading. If you’d
like a free copy of this book (or any of her other titles) for review purposes, please contact her.
After more than six years of writing this column, Ellen’s going to
be devoting more time to her own fiction and editing this
newsletter. We’re proud to announce that author Deb Sanders
will be taking over the Fiction Tips column starting with the
Spring issue. We’re excited to learn from Deb!
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The 12+ Commandments of Submitting Articles to Magazines
by Janice Lasko
(Continued from Page 3)
11. If you don’t hear anything, that usually represents a rejection slip.
12. Be certain your material has a beginning, a middle and an end. Ah, but you know this, don’t you?
Remember, less is best. Keep your sentences short and to the point.
13. Don’t format your article. They have graphic artists who are paid to do the formatting. And, usually,
they will need to leave room for an ad.
14. Let them know photographs are available upon request. Some publications pay extra if you have
photos and they are used.
15. Once your article is published, write a follow-up letter thanking the editor for selecting your story.
Identify it by the title the magazine used, if it has been changed from your suggested title. Otherwise,
use your title if that is what was used in the magazine.
15. And, for gawd sake, don’t complain to the editor if any of your words, sentences or paragraphs
have been changed and/or left out. There’s usually a good reason for this. Remember, the editor
always knows best!
Hugs and keep that keyboard clicking,
Janice Lasko #14104
P.S. Can you find my mistake(s)?
Personal
Essay
Corner

Shades of Mash-Thanksgiving
by Doris Hutchins

November in South Korea is very cold. We had just flown in to Osan Air Force base on a military plane. My
husband Hutch, retired military, and I were going to look up a friend, Richard. Hutch called him and got
directions to his home at Camp Smith, way up by the DMZ (DeMilitarized Zone by North Korea).
The young soldier was married to Jung, a Korean girl. Hutch received directions to their Korean home
located next to the Army Post, in an encampment with other Korean families.
After spending the night at Osan Air Force Base, the next day we headed to the train station and boarded
for a trip to the Camp. We were the only Americans on the train and found international language being
smiles, nods, and hand movements as a way of communicating with the Koreans.
Richard had made plans months ago to dine with Korean friends, so he had his officer friend Jake take us
to the Thanksgiving dinner. Off we went to a huge Quonset hut. Inside, the mess hall was all set up for the
troops to eat dinner together to compensate for not being home with family.
Close by we could see many smaller tents and I thought any moment we would see Hawkeye and Radar
of M*A*S*H* coming out. What an experience having Thanksgiving dinner with the troops way up near the
DMZ.

Do you have something to share? Of course you do!
Send 500 words or less on the BEST writing advice you’ve ever gotten to Ellen at
ellenbehr@aol.com BEFORE February 15, 2022, and you could win a prize!
(Nope, not telling you what the prize is….it’s a surprise prize!)
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Don’t Miss a Thing!
Because so many of you said you haven’t been getting this newsletter or didn’t know it
was even available, we’re going all out to try to get the word out in every way we can.
Here are some things you can do:
1. If you heard about this newsletter from RVillage but not via an e-mail, send your email address to membership coordinator Joanne Alexakis
(joalexakis@earthlink.net) and newsletter editor Ellen Behrens
(ellenbehr@aol.com). We try to announce everything in both places, but
sometimes… well… you know how it can go!
2. If you received this newsletter via e-mail but don’t yet have an RVillage account,
sign up now (it’s free!). Just go to www.rvillage.com and follow the instructions to
create an account. Then search Groups for Escapees Penwheels (note this is a
separate group from the Escapees group) and click the Join Group option.
3. Once you’re registered on Rvillage and a member of the Escapees Penwheels
group, set your account to receive notifications. Notice in the image below (left)
that I’ve set my notifications to Show the group on my profile – this way I can find it
quickly. I also selected “Email me of new group feed posts” and “Email me of new
group topics” so I don’t have to keep checking the site – but won’t miss any posts.
Let us know if we can help you stay in touch!

Grammar Quiz!
“Amount”
1. The amount of people there floored me.
2. The amount of water coming over the
dam was amazing.
The correct answer is #2. Why? “Amount”
is used when something described cannot
be counted. Even if the crowd was huge,
the number of individuals in the crowd
could be counted. So #1 should read, “The
number of people there floored me.”

Thanks for being a
Penwheeler!

This is a common error – you’ll hear it all
over, but that doesn’t mean it’s correct.
Now that you know the proper use of
“amount,” maybe you’ll start yelling at the
TV (like some of us do)!
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