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What’s Gone on between Then and Now 
Contributed by Marianna Nelson, SKP #45711 

 
In April 2010, the Rio Grande Valley Byliners published Collected Tales From the Rio Grande. 

Published by iUniverse, the book was released at the May 8th Byliners meeting. Members Don Clifford 
and Jack King were the co-editors. Don admirably pulled the book together, scouted out a publisher, and 

made it all happen in just a year’s time.  
Description: Nestled between Jack King’s vivid cover and Janet 

Wilder’s nostalgic back-cover photo, lie 236 pages of fictional stories and 
insightful poems about the Valley. The day I brought home my copy of 
Collected Tales . . ., I couldn’t pry my husband Bruce away from it. 
Justifying his reluctance to take time to eat supper, he said, “There’s good 
stuff in here!”  
 
Online purchases of Collected Tales . . .  and its predecessor Tales Told at 
Midnight . . .  may be made at: barnes&noble.com, amazon.com, 
iuniverse.com 
 
There are 29 contributors to Collected Tales from the Rio Grande. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Most Important to Me 
 
 
Contributed by Barbara A. Bowers, SKP #77439 - “What’s most important to me” 

To love and serve the Lord; there can be no greater joy, no greater purpose.  
Many things are important to me, but none are as important as this. I would have none of the 

blessings in my life without my Savior. My family, my friends, my life itself; none would have 
meaning without the blood and the cross. I respect others’ beliefs and values, but for me, nothing 
could have more importance than a life with Christ. He has given me new life and I will spend 
the rest of my days thanking Him in word and deed. 

Announcement from our Membership Volunteer – Joanne Alexakis 

The Penwheels BOF newsletter is offered on-line – paperless as well as hardcopy! 
• Register on the Penwheels electronic bulletin board (http://groups.yahoo.com) 

• Online only newsletter subscribers receive 6 issues (1 1/2 year's worth) 
• Hard copy newsletter receive only 4 issues - sent to you via snail mail. 

Renewing your Penwheels BoF newsletter subscription is easy! 
Hard-copies - Expiration date is noted on your mailing label – Please send an $8.00 check made out to 

Penwheels to: Joanne Alexakis, 140 Rainbow Dr. #4093, Livingston TX 77399. 
Receive on-line notification of expiration date- (make sure your email address is up-to-date) 

The cost is $8.00 for either method of delivery. 

Contributions -“100 Word Submissions” 
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Contributed by Lynne Benjamin, SKP #86190 -“What’s most important to me” 

What is important to me?  
Doesn’t that change over time?  
I’m not sure.  
I think my life experience has been unique.  
I think my life has been important.  
I think I want to be acknowledged. 
That is what is important to me. 

 
Contributed by Marianna Nelson, SKP #45711 - “What’s most important in writing my 
memoir”  

What’s most important in writing my memoir is to get it done before I die.  
That’s the point, isn’t it?  
I started in 1992 but 18 years later I have only a hodgepodge of articles. I need to push 

myself to make an inventory and then a plan for putting my stories into a book for my family. 
Second-most important is to connect the stories with transitions and hooks that will lure readers 
happily onward. Third-most important is to stop writing and attack the job of organizing my 
stories and pictures into a readable whole.  
 
Contributed by Doris Hutchins, SKP #29167 – “What's most important to me” 

Now in my senior years, I would say memories are most important. For years I have been 
collecting data and composing interesting short stories, to leave as my legacy. The memoirs 
commenced when I was a child entering primary school up to the years I spent in the nursing 
profession. Then on to marriage, children, great and great, great grandchildren and watching 
them grow and become their own individual selves. We traveled all over the world, and now I 
have a feeling of contentment after living such a wonderful life.  
 
Contributed by Barbara Kaufmann, SKP #95737 – “What Is important?” 

His music, certainly, and the man himself was enchanting. But his spirit is relentless. The 
research project I began six months ago has led me into some interesting and delightful places 
but it has also led me into the darkest regions that I have ever encountered. Those regions are in 
the human psyche. 

The research project began, after his passing, with a cursory look into the life of a megastar. 
It began with a gesture of homage for the many gifts of music and dance given to us by a little 
boy everyone loved—Michael Jackson. 

 
 

 Memoir Prompts Contributions 
 
Contributed by Alice Zyetz, SKP#24442, Memoir: “But this particular morning was 
different” 
But this particular morning was different. I woke up after a night of hard labor to hear the nurse 
say, “You have a healthy baby boy.”  
I started crying immediately. 
 “What’s the matter, dear?” she asked. 
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 “I’m so happy.” 
She brought him to me and I touched his perfect tiny fingers and counted his ten tiny toes to 

reassure myself that she was right. After two miscarriages, I worried I would never bring a baby 
to term and now here he was—a beautiful face, all digits accounted for, sleeping peacefully in 
my arms.  

And yesterday, I watched him and his wife opening gifts at their baby shower, awaiting their 
little girl due in a few weeks. After four years of fertility problems, they will welcome their 
miracle baby with those same tears of joy. 
 
Contributed by Helen Taylor, SKP #295, Memoir: “How Many Times Have I Told You”  

“How Many Times Have I Told You” was a mantra in my life. Dad used this expression 
whenever I or my brothers would make a booboo again.  We weren’t yet ten years old, but if we 
happened to falter, out would pop the “How Many Times” crack. 

My older brother picked this up by the time we were teenagers. My brothers liked to tease, 
bully, and annoy me most of the time. But every now and then, they’d come through as friends 
and protectors,  

Whoever said we live what we learn was very observant! 
I have a husband who often reminds me of my growing-up years, including “How Many 

Times ………….?”  
 Now, all of you just forget I’ve included this in public, or I may never be allowed to 

entertain you again as long as I may live!!! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Member’s Profile 
 
Joan Riley, Salem, Oregon, SKP #105511 I am very new to Escapees and am about 10 months 
away from buying an RV.  I intend to move into it full time and work for a few months before I 
retire (June 2011).  Almost all of my writing has been for work, or for newsletter publications 
in volunteer organizations.  I am active in Toastmasters and have written and presented speeches 
at clubs and conferences.   I am interested in writing stories of adventures from my past, 
especially about the three years I spent in Asia. Currently I am intrigued by blogs and am 
contemplating starting one of my own.  

New Members 
*Joan Riley, SKP# 105511, Joanriley4@msn.com 
 *Marie Von Minden, SKP# 68253, (no email address) 

Welcome Joan and Marie! 

Contributions that are too long or don’t fit the Newsletter can be uploaded as files to the 

Penwheels Bulletin Board by Alice. If you want a copy of something via snail mail send a 

SASE to Alice at: 45120 Hwy 79 S, #426  Aguanga, CA 92536 and she will send it to you.  
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I’ve Been Published – Bragging Rights! 
 

 
 
Helen Taylor, SKP #295, short piece about the Quilt Show and North Ranch Quilters in 

Wickenburg, Escapees Magazine 
 
Barry Maugham, SKP #4623, Book Review of "Please Turn Out the Northern Lights When 

You Leave" (page 39) and “Newfoundland, Scenic Delight” (page 78), Escapees Magazine, 
January/February, 2010 * Barry – so sorry I missed these in the last newsletter 

 
Terry Hager, SKP #48315, Too Soon to be an Old RVer, Escapees magazine, May/June issue, 
page 56 
 
Pete Grey, SKP #80765, Downsizing to a Class-B, Escapees magazine, May/June issue, page 40 
 
Jaimie (Hall) Bruzenak SKP #19361 and Alice Zyetz SKP #24442 Retire to an RV: Roadmap 

to Affordable Retirement Living, Pine Country Publishing, Livingston, TX, 2010  
It not only combines the authors’ experience, but also the real-life experiences of 41 solo and 
couple RVers on all aspects of RVing throughout the book. Thanks to many Penwheelers . . . 

for sharing their knowledge. http://www.rvlifestyleexperts.com/extras/affordable-rv-retirement/ 
 
Barbara A. Bowers, SKP #77439, “Sort Of”, REtire TO AN RV: The Roadmap to Affordable 
Retirement by Jaimie Hall Bruzenak and Alice Zyetz (Pine Country Publishing), 2010, p. 92 
 
Lynne Benjamin, SKP #86190, Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, Escapees Magazine, 
May/June issue, page 78 
• there were a couple of photos on-line in the View Finders (unusual RV’s) link for the 

March/April, 2010 Escapees Magazine that seem to have now disappeared 
• Meet Me At The Oasis, http://www.rvwest.com/journeys/rvtales/meet_me_at_the_oasis/  RV 

West E-Column 
• REtire TO AN RV: The Roadmap to Affordable Retirement by Jaimie Hall Bruzenak and Alice 

Zyetz (Pine Country Publishing), 2010, variety of contributions. 
• Elk Valley: DISCOVERING A LOCAL TREASURE, RV Lifestyle Magazine, Volume 39 Number 1, 

page 18 – Digital format - http://www.rvlifemag-digital.com/rvlifestyle/2010v39iss1/#pg18  

Let Us Know About Your Current Publications 
• Your Name and SKP #    

 • Title of Piece  

• Magazine or Book and Date  
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Resources 
 
Contributed by Jaimie Bruzenak, SKP #19361 
 
� 120 Essays about Reading and Writing Memoirs (http://memorywritersnetwork.com/blog/)  
 

� Tucson Festival of Books 
The Tucson Festival of Books [http://www.tucsonfestivalofbooks.org/] happens in 

March. For book lovers, it means two days of saturation by books and authors. Talks, 
workshops and booths allow you to immerse yourself in whatever genre appeals to you. 

I attended two sessions with J.A. Jance and Janis Ian. Jance 
writes mystery series’ and is very tall, Republican and from the 
West Coast. Janis Ian is very short, Democrat, Jewish and from the 
East Coast and has written her autobiography. They had us in 
stitches as they related stories from their lives and how life 
appeared in their books. 
 

Photo of J.A. Jance and Janis Ian, they are polar opposites 

 
 
� Introducing the BIO OPTIC ORGANIZED KNOWLEDGE devise, trade name BOOK 

(from Carol Weishampel's blog) 
 
BOOK is a revolutionary breakthrough in technology. No wires, no electric circuits, no 

batteries, nothing to be connected or switched on. It's so easy to use, even a child can operate it.  
Compact and portable, it can be used anywhere-even sitting in an armchair by the fire-yet, it 

is powerful enough to hold as much information as a CD-ROM disc, (recyclable), each capable 
of holding thousands of bits of information.  

The pages are locked together with a custom-fit device called a binder which keeps the sheets 
in their correct sequence.  

Opaque Paper Technology (OPT) allows manufacturers to use both sides of the sheet, 
doubling the information density and cutting costs. Each sheet is scanned optically, registering 
information directly into your brain. A flick of the finger takes you to the next sheet. 

 BOOK never crashes or requires rebooting, though, like other devices, it can become 
damaged if coffee is spilled on it.  

The "browse" feature allows you to move instantly to any sheet and move forward or 
backward as you wish. Many come with an "index" feature, which pin-points the exact location 
of any selected information for instant retrieval.  

 
An optional "BOOKmark"  

BOOKmarks fit universal design standards, thus a single BOOKmark can be used in the 
BOOKs by various manufacturers.  
Portable, durable, and affordable, BOOK is being hailed as a precursor of a new entertainment 
wave. BOOKs appeal seems so certain that thousands of content creators have committed to the 
publication and investors are reportedly flocking to invest. Look for a flood of new titles soon.  
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BLOG List 
 

Lynne Benjamin 
• http://firstep-andlifegoeson.blogspot.com/  
• http://lynnefred-winter.blogspot.com/   
Barbara Bowers 
• http://blessed-b.blogspot.com/  
Jaimie Bruzenak 
•  http://blog.rvlifestyleexperts.com/ 

Carolyn Harris  
http://blog.seattlepi.nwsource.com/lynscircle/ 
http://travelingnewzealand.blogspot.com/ 
http://wednesdayswoman.livejournal.com/ 
Kay Kennedy 
• http://boomersrememberhistory.blogspot.com 
• http://portablewritingnewsletter.blogspot.com 
• http://freelancewriter.booklocker.com  
• http://travelingwithinky.blogspot.com (the 

cat’s travel BLOG) 
Barbara Kaufmann 
• http://www.onewordsmith.blogspot.com/  
Patty Lonsbary 
• http://www.glotours.blogspot.com 

Bess McBride 
• http://www.rvromance.com  
Darlene Miller 
• http://rvchuckles.blogspot.com 
Marianna and Bruce Nelson 
• http://www.otr.studio221.net   
Betty Prange 
• http://www.PrangeDePlume.blogspot.com 
Beth Ramos 
• http:/www.rootsandroutes.us  
• http:/www.peaceandgood.us 

Elaine Seavey 
• http://www.elaineseavey.wordpress.com    
 
 
 

 

Contributors to this issue of the Penwheels Newsletter: 
 

Lynne Benjamin 

Barbara A. Bowers 

Jaimie Hall Bruzenak 

Pete Grey 

Terry Hager 

Barry Maugham 

Marianna Nelson  

Joan Riley 

Helen Taylor 

Carol Weishampel 

Alice Zyetz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“100-Word Submission” for the Fall Issue: 

Starting My Memoirs 
Send hard-copy Submissions to: 

Lynne Benjamin c/o  Joanne Alexakis 

140 Rainbow Drive #4093 

Livingston TX 77399-1040 

Soft-copies to: 2firstep@gmail.com 

Submission due date: September 1, 2010 

Memoir Writing Prompts  
I remember . . .  

� My mother . . . 
� My aunt _____ . . .  
� The colour red . . . 
� The sound of rain . . .  

* Adapted from Natalie Goldberg’s “Old Friend from Far Away: The Practice of Writing Memoir’ 



 

PENWHEELS 

 
An Escapees RV Club Birds-of-a-feather (BOF) 
group for RVers interested in writing of all kinds.  
Some are published and some are not.  The purpose 
of Penwheels is to establish a support network of 
RVing writers for sharing information, discussion, 
critiques, and socializing in person, snail and 
electronic mail. 
 
Penwheels is published four times a year.  
Subscription is $8 (USD) per year.  In order to belong 
to any SKP BOF group, you must be a member in 
good standing of the Escapees RV Club.  You may 
contact the Club at 1-888-757-2582. 
 

Editorial submissions are best submitted via      
e-mail to:  2firstep@gmail.com 
 
Or snail mail to: 
Lynne Benjamin 
    c/o  Joanne Alexakis 
  140 Rainbow Drive #4093 
 Livingston TX 77399-1040 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PENWHEELS 
 
Beth Ramos 

  900 Spring Park Street #303 
  Celebration, FL 34747 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Writers-in-Residence 
* Jojoba Hills Writers Group 
   SKP Jojoba Hills RV Resort 
    Aguanga, CA 92536 
    Alice Zyetz 
 
* North Ranch Writers Group 
    SKP North Ranch RV Resort 
    Congress, AZ 85332-0039 
    Helen Taylor  htaylor295@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
Penwheels Volunteers 
Editor:  Lynne Benjamin 
Membership:  
 Joanne Alexakis 
 140 Rainbow Drive #4093 
 Livingston TX 77399-1040 
 joannealex@earthlink.net 
Yahoo E-Forum: Alice Zyetz 
Travelling Library: Jaimie Bruzenak  
Printing & Mailing: Beth Ramos 
Historian: Doris Hutchins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CLASS POSTAGE 
 
 
   

 


