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Where Are You?
by Darlene Miller

Editorõs Note
from Ellen Behrens

The question that I am asked most often through 15 
years of RVing full-time and 10 years of half-time 
RVing is òWhere are you?ó 

I am in the middle of nowhere.
The campground where I am located today is 

beside the Colorado River which is the dividing line 
between Arizona and California. Although we are 
legally in CA, the nearest town is Parker, AZ, which is 
six miles away. The mailing address for the 
campground is Earp, CA. (Earp has only a post 
office.) Since there are no towns in CA near here, we 
even use AZ Mountain Time for activities.

If you hit a wild donkey or receive a speeding ticket 
you need to go to the county seat which is in San 
Bernadino, California. That is 215 miles from here and 
takes about 3 and 1/2 hours to drive.

Wyatt Earp used to live in the area.He would be 
in AZ if he was in trouble with CA and vice versa. 
RVers do the same thing when they use up the week 
between their two weeks on and two weeks off in a 
membership campground.

Since we want our mail delivered to us, we use 
Escapees mail service to send it to a postal box in 
either Earp, CA, or Parker, AZ.

If you are in the witness protection program, this is 
the place to be. No one can find you. 

{Continued on page 12}

This issue marks one full publishing cycle since I 
began editing this newsletter. My motto has been  
òThis is YOUR newsletteró and Iõm thrilled when I get 
feedback and suggestions about what to include.

A few of you gave thumbs up to the idea of 
including fiction, so each of you is invited to send in 
your short fiction! Woohoo! Please keep stories to 
1000 words maximum, ORsend me something longer 
but so wonderful it would make a great serial, and 
weõll publish it across issues. Double woohoo!

And many thanks to Lew Leistikow for suggesting a 
Letter to the Editor section ðand for providing our 
first (you can see it toward the end of the newsletter). 
Have something you want to say? Donõt hold back! 
Lewõs comments are very positive (and weõre very 
grateful for that) but even if you have a rant, please 
send it anyway: we wouldnõt be writers if we couldnõt 
take a little criticism, right?

As always, we welcome your personal experiencesñ
stories from the road, about writing, about what 
inspires you and motivates you. Send it all in!

Congratulations to Darlene Miller, whose last-
minute entry in the Win-Win Contest got her name in 
the drawing. Watch for more chances
to win!

Best Holiday Season Wishes!

Ellen

CONGRATULATIONS

Darlene Miller 
Winner of the Penwheels

Win-Win Contest!
Her prize was choice of a 

unique SKP bracelet or $10 
Amazon gift card. 

Thanks to all entrants!
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Jaimieõs Tips
from Jaimie Bruzenak

Bragginõ Rights
by Joanne Alexakis

No Penwheelers were 
spotted in the bylines of the 
recent Escapees Magazine. If youõve published 
something, let Joanneknow!  

Bookish Gifts

Send an Owlcrate box to your favorite young adult 
reader (or yourself, if you love YA books!). I've never 
tried these, but they look high-quality and seem to 
have a nice combination of items with the book(s): 
www.owlcrate.com

Looking for a way to write your story for your loved 
ones? Chronicle Books has just the thing! "With this 
keepsake collection of twelve letters you can fill 
each with words of wisdom that only a grandparent 
can impart then postdate, seal with the included 
stickers, and gift this paper time capsule for future 
opening." Letters for daughters, sons, mom, 
friends... see them all here: 
https://www.chroniclebooks.com/collections/letter
s-to-my

For members who are                                                              
actively selling books, this 

article in the 9/15/22 Writer's Weekly, òHow To 
Write a Killer Newsletter To Help You Sell More 
Books,ó by Verity Partington, has excellent tips on 
why and how to send an email newsletter as well as 
links to some fine examples of effective ones.
https://writersweekly.com/marketing-secrets/how-
to-write-a-killer-newsletter-to-help-you-sell-more-
books-by-verity-partington

In another Writerõs Weekly column, I came across 
Book Tok. My social media is limited to Facebook 
so, while Iõve heard of Tik Tok & others, I donõt 
participate. If you have written a book, though, it 
sounds like this is an important resource. Read 
https://businessreview.berkeley.edu/booktok-when-
tiktok -met-the-book-industry/ to see how it is 
driving sales. More about Tik Tok and other ways 
to use it for book promotion at 
https://writersweekly.com/marketing-secrets/7-
reasons-tiktok -is-your-best-platform-for-book-
promotion-by-william-opar 
For us readers it may be a source for
finding good books to read!
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Looking for an out-of-print book? Hunting for a 
book you just can't find on Amazon? Try 
Bookfinder [www.bookfinder.com]. When I 
typed in the title of my first novel, I was thrilled 
to see it's available around the world. Books 
sure travel, don't they?!?

Contests can be a great way to motivate 
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that are FREE to enter via the Write Life: 
https://thewritelife.com/writing-contests/

mailto:joalexakis@earthlink.net?subject=Penwheels%20Publishing%20Announcement

























